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Ik baglarda seyahat etmek cok kolaydir. Tabi ekonomik imkaniniz

varsa. Once bir Paris yaparsmiz. Sonra Roma, New York, Londra,

Prag diye uzar liste. Ancak tiim turizm kligelerini bitirdikten sonra

giderek daha otantik destinasyonlara dogru bir istek baslar icinizde.

Tiirkiye’de de turizm biiyiidiikce benzer bir talep olusuyor. Tiirkiye
Seyahat Acenteleri Birligi (TURSAB) Yonetim Kurulu iiyesi Sinan Halic,
“Tiirkiye’de turizm hizla biiyiiyor. Turistik talebin yiizde 26’s1 otantik talep-
lere dogru kayiyor” diyor. Bu anlamda Giiney Amerika’nin ufak iilkesi Ekva-
tor ilging bir alternatif olabilir.

“Ekvator’un Tiirkiye’de pek bilinen bir destinasyon olmadiginin farkin-
day1z” diyor Ekvator’un Tiirkiye Biiytikelcisi Augusto Alejandro Saa Cor-
riere. Ekvator Tiirkiye’de pek bilinmese de, Tiirkiye’de satilan muzlarin
biiyiik bir kism1 bu iilkeden geliyor. Tiirkiye her y1l Ekvator’dan yaklasik
100 milyon dolarlik muz ithal ediyor. Yine Ekvator’un bir buguk metre
yiikseklige ulasabilen giilleri de Tiirkiye’nin iilkeden ihrac ettigi bir diger ka-
lem. Bu destinasyon, muhtesem dogas: ve farkh canl tiirlerine ev sahipligi
yapmasi ile bir donem Evrim Teorisi’nin yazari Charles Darvin’e de ilham
vermis. Darvin, iilkedeki Galapados Adasi’'nda aragtirmalar yapmis ve Evrim
Teorisi’ni bu adada yaptig1 aragtirmalar sonrasinda kaleme almus.

Tiirkiye’nin neredeyse {icte biri kadar yiiz Ol¢iimiine sahip olan {iilkenin
bagkenti Quito. 2 bin metre rakimin iizerinde kurulu bu sehir, sahip oldugu
koloni donemi mimarisi ile Unesco’nun tarih listesinde yer aliyor. Ulkede
Ispanyolca, Ingilizce ve bir de yerel dil olan Quichia ad1 verilen bir dil konu-
suluyor. Bu diller arasinda en yaygm olani Ispanyolca. Ulkenin para birimi
ise Amerikan dolar1.

ravelling is so easy in the beginning. That is, of course, if you have

the financial means. First, you go to Paris, then Rome, New York,

London, Prague. The list goes on... Once you visit all these typical to-

urist destinations, you want to explore areas a bit more off the beaten

track. As tourism grows in Turkey, we see a similar trend. Association
of Turkish Travel Agencies (TURSAB) Board Member Sinan Halic says, “Tourism
in Turkey is rapidly growing. 26 per cent of tourism demand is moving towards
non-typical destinations.” For this reason, the small South American country Ecu-
ador may be an interesting alternative.

“We realize that Ecuador is not a well-known destination in Turkey” says Augusto
Alejandro Saa Corriere, Ecuador Ambassador in Turkey. Although Ecuador is not
well-known in Turkey, most of the bananas sold in Turkey come from Ecuador.
Turkey imports approximately 100 million dollars’ worth of bananas from Ecuador
every year. Another item that Turkey imports from Ecuador is roses, which grow
up to 1.5 m long. The country, which features spectacular nature and a wide variety
of unusual plant and animal species, was an inspiration to Charles Darwin, the
author of evolutionary theory. Darwin wrote about his new theory on Galapagos
Island in Ecuador after he carried out various experiments there.

The country has a surface area which is one third of Turkey and its capital is Quito.
This city is built at an altitude of 2,000 m and was declared a World Heritage Site
by UNESCO for the colonial architecture it features. The languages spoken are
Spanish, English and the local language called Quichia. Spanish is the main langu-
age. The official currency of the country is the American Dollar.



Tiirk turistler icin en biiyiik handikap, {ilkeye Tiirkiye’den
direkt ucus olmamasi. THY, Giiney Amerika’da bircok iil-
kede uctugu sehir sayisim arttirryor. Ancak Ekvator’a gelinceye
kadar sirada baska tilkelerin oldugu da bir gercek. Yine de iil-
keye ulagim imkansiz degil. Avrupa’da, Madrid ve Amsterdam
tizerinden Ekvator’a bircok ucus alternatifi bulmak miimkiin.

Ekvator iilke olarak ii¢c temel bolge ve bir de ada toplulu-
gundan olusuyor. Bu bolgelerden ilki La Costa olarak ad-
landimliyor. Ulkenin Biiyiik Okyanus kiy1 seridindeki bu
alcak kumsal bolgesinin hemen yamnda kuzeyden giineye
inen yiiksek irtifadaki ikinci bolgenin adi ise La Sierra. Bu
bolgede 4 bin metrenin iizerinde 62 tane volkan bulunu-
yor. La Sierra bolgesinin dogusunda yer alan ve iilke yiiz
Olciimiiniin neredeyse yarisina tekabiil eden El Oriente bol-
gesinde ise Amazon yagmur ormanlar1 bulunuyor. Ulkenin
dordiincii bolgesi ise Biiyiik Okyanus’ta yer alan ve bir ada-
lar toplulugu olan Galapagos Adalari.

Giliney Amerika’min bu pek bilinmeyen iilkesini ziyaret et-
mek icin bircok neden bulmak miimkiin. Biz 10 tanesini
sizin icin derledik. Gerisini de bulmak size diisiiyor.

1) Vizesiz seyahat

Tiirk turistler icin bir seyahatte en biiyiik sikintilardan
biri vize almaktir. Bazen sadece vize almak icin gerekli
evraklar ve bu siirecin zorlugu bircok kisiyi canindan bez-
diriyor. Zaten bu yiizden de vizesiz destinasyonlar Tiirk
turistler tarafindan cok ciddi ilgi goriiyor. Nitekim Dub-
rovnik, Beyrut ve cruise turlariyla Yunan adalari turlar
bu sayede kisa siirede Tiirkiye’de ilgi gormeyi basardilar.
Ekvator da bu destinasyonlar kadar yakin olmasa da, vi-
zesiz olmasi ile Tiirk turistlerin ilgisini cekebilir.

Unfortunately, there are no direct flights from Turkey to Ecuador.
Although THY (Turkish Airlines) is in the process of increasing
the number of its destinations in South America, there are many
other countries on the list before Ecuador. Still, it is not impossible
to travel to Ecuador from Turkey. There are many alternative ro-
utes to travel to Ecuador via Madrid and Amsterdam in Europe.

Ecuador consists of a three major regions and a group of is-
lands. The first of these regions is La Costa, which comprises
the low-lying sandy land in the western part of the country,
including the Pacific coastline. The second one is the La Sierra,
the high-altitude belt running north—south along the center of
the country. There are over 62 very high (over 4,000 m) volca-
noes in this region. The El Oriente region, on the other hand,
comprises the Amazon rainforest areas in the eastern part of
the country, accounting for just under half of the country’s total
surface area. The fourth region of the country is the Galapagos
Islands in the Pacific Ocean.

There are so many reasons to visit this South American
country. Here are 10 of our choices. The rest is for you to
explore.

1) No visa requirement

One of the main problems for Turkish tourists when traveling
is the visa requirement. Sometimes, even putting together the
documents required and the difficulty of the process on its own
can be discouraging for many people. That is why the destina-
tions requiring no visa are the most popular among Turkish
tourists. As a result, places like Dubrovnik, Beirut and the Greek
Islands cruise tours have become very popular in Turkey. Ecu-
ador is not as close as these destinations, however, the fact that
there is no visa requirement for Turks may be appealing.

Napo Nehri
Napo River,



2) Galapagos adalar

Biiylik Okyanus’ta bulunan 14 biiyiik, sekiz kiiciik ada
ve 40 da minik adaciktan olusan Galapagos adalar1 1535’te
Peru’ya gitmekte olan Panama piskoposu Tomas de Berlan-
ga tarafindan kesfedilir. Unesco’nun diinya mirasi listesin-
de yer alan adalarm yiizde 97’si milli park ilan edilmis. Bu
ylizden tiim bu adalarda toplam 25 bin kisi yastyor. Charles
Darwin de Evrim Teori’sini bu adalardan bir kisminda yap-
181 gozlemler sonucunda yazar. Bircok biyolojik tiire ev sa-
hipligi yapan adada 6zellikle dev kaplumbagalar turistlerin
ilgisini cekiyor. Ayrica bu adalarda bircok etkinligini koru-
yan volkanik yanardag bulunuyor. Bu adalara ucakla ve tek-
nelerle ulasim miimkiin. Ayrica adalar arasinda cruise tur-
lar1 da diizenleniyor. Ancak bu adalara 100 kisinin altinda
kapasiteye sahip cruise gemilerinin girmesine izin veriliyor.

4) Cesitlilikler iilkesi

Ekvator’da sadece 25 dakikalik bir seyahat yaparak bir
anda kendinizi cok farkh bir cografyada bulabiliyorsu-
nuz. Bir anda 300 metre ylikseklige sahip kiy1 seridinden
3 bin metre yiikseklikte rakima sahip bir bolgeye ulasabi-
liyorsunuz. Yine yarim saatlik baska bir seyahatle kendi-
nizi Amazon ormanlarinda buluyorsunuz. Ayrica iilkede
600’den farkh kus tiirii bulunuyor. Yani hem cografyada
hem de canl tiirlerinde ¢ok ciddi bir cesitlilik soz konusu.

4) The land of diversity

You find yourselfin a very different geography in Ecuador within
just 25 minutes. It is very easy to travel from the 300 m high coas-
tal area to 3,000 m highlands. Similarly, you can be in the Amazon
Rainforests within just half an hour. The country contains more
than 600 different species of birds. There is tremendous diversity,
both geographically and in terms of plant and animal species.

2) Galapagos islands

The Galapagos Islands, which are comprised of 14
large and 8 small islands and 40 islets, were discove-
red by the Bishop of Panama Tomas de Berlanga on
his way to Peru in 1535. 97 per cent of these islands,
which are listed on UNESCO’s World Heritage List,
were declared national parks. The total population
of these islands is 25,000. Charles Darwin wrote the
theory of evolution following his research on these is-
lands. The giant turtles which live on the island along
with many other species attract huge interest from
tourists. The islands also host many active volcanoes.
You can go to these islands by air or boat. There are
also cruises operating between the islands. However,
boats with less than 100 people are allowed to enter
the islands.

Tungurahua Volkant
Tungurahua Volcano

3) Volkanlar iilkesi

Ekvator’da 4 bin metrenin iizerinde 62
volkan var. Bunlarin biiyiik bir cogunlu-
gu iilkenin ortasinda yer alan La Sierra
bolgesinde yer aliyor. Bu volkanlarin
bircogu da hala aktif. Ozellikle macera
turistleri icin bu volkanlar onemli bir ce-
kim giiciine sahipler.

3) The country of volcanoes

There are over 62 very high (over 4,000 m)
volcanoes in this region. Majority of them are
located within the La Sierra region. Many of
these volcanoes are still active and very appe-
aling especially for adventure tourists.




6) Koloni donemine ait sehirler
Ispanya’nin sémiirgesi oldugu dénemden kalan bir-
cok tarihi yap1 hala korunuyor. Ozellikle de baskent
Quito ve ticiincii biiyiik sehir olan Cuenca’da. Iki gehir
de bu yiizden Unesco’nun diinya tarih mirasi listesin-
de yer aliyorlar.

6) Cities dating back to the colonial period

All the historical structures which date back to the Spa-
nish dominion are protected in the country, especially
those in the capital, Quito, and the third largest city Cu-
enca. Both these cities were declared heritage sites by
UNESCO.

_‘_Galapagos Adalar
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5) Her seyin birbirine yakin
oldugu destinasyon

Tiirkiye’nin {icte bir yiizolciimiine sahip bu Giiney Amerika iil-
kesinde bir yerden bir yere gitmek ¢ok da vaktiniz almiyor. Bir-
cok destinasyona ucakla sadece bir ila bir bucuk saatlik bir se-
yahatle ulagabiliyorsunuz. Ancak iilkeyi daha iyi kesfedebilmek
icin bussiireleri biraz daha uzatip otobiis de kullanmakta fayda var.

5) A Destination where everything is
within Reach

It doesn’t take long to travel from one place to the other in this
South American country, which has a surface area which is one
third that of Turkey. You can travel to many destinations within

1 or 1.5 hours by air. Saying that, traveling by bus is a better alter-
native to explore the country.

7) Muhtesem doga

Ulke sahip oldugu muhtegem doga ve canh ekosistemi-
ni yillardir korumay basartyor. Nitekim Sumaco, Napo,
Gelares ve Yasuni Milli Parklar1 Unesco'nun Biyosfer
Rezervi Listesi’nde yer aliyorlar.

7) Spectacular nature

The country has been able to protect its natural treasures and
living ecosystem. As a matter of fact, Sumaco, Napo, Gelares
and Yasuni National Parks are included on UNESCO’s Bi-
osphere Reserve List.

www.thegate.com.tr




8) 0 enleminde bulunan iilke

Diinyada sifirinc1 enlemde bulunan ve bu enleme de adi-
n1 veren {ilke olan Ekvator’a gidip, sifirinci enlemi gor-
mek bile bagh basina bir neden olabilir.

8) The country located at the 0 latitude

Exploring the O latitude in the country which gets its
name from The Equator is a reason on its own to travel to
Ecuador.

10) Sezonu siz se¢in

Bircok iilkede turizm sezonu iilkenin ikliminden dolay1
siurhdir. Oysaki Ekvator cizgisinde yer alan iilkede her
daim turizm sezonu. Bu yiizden bu donemde nereye gidi-
lir sorusunun cevabi olarak Ekvator’a bir tik atabilirsiniz.

10) Visit all year around

Tourism season is limited in many countries due to clima-
te. However, the season is all year around in Ecuador, as
it is located on the Equator. Therefore, Ecuador is ideal to
travel to in any season.

Quito, Ekvator
Quito, Ecuador

9) Cok farkh turizm secenekleri

Ekvator bircok iilkenin aksine size cok farkl turizm
imkanlar sunuyor. Ekolojik, kiiltiirel, saglk turizmi-
nin yaninda yerel kabileleri gorebileceginiz topluluk
turizmi, volkanlarda macera turizmi gibi yapabilece-
giniz bircok farkh secenek mevcut.

9) Different tourism alternatives

Unlike many countries, Ecuador offers many different
tourism alternatives, including ecological, cultural and
health tourism, as well as community tourism where
you can see local tribes and adventure tourism where
you can explore volcanoes.

Napo Nehri
Napo River




